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Casa Piccola

A YOUNG ITALIAN ARCHITECT’'S SMALL MANHATTAN APARTMENT PROVIDES
REAL LESSONS IN SPACE-SAVING INGENUITY. BY ARIC CHEN

In the living room,
a new double-
sided storage
‘wall—a sleek, white-

-and-stainless-
steel side table by
Paul Evans and a
Flexform sofa,

t's been suggested that if the first rule of

real estate is location, location, location,

then the second must be storage, storage,

storage. This especially holds true in the
often cramped quarters of New York. But
whereas many might see an extra cupboard or
closet as a nice bonus, storage evokes some-
thing closer to liberation for Luca Andrisani.
“I like the freedom of putting things away and
hiding them,” the Italian-born architect says.
Particularly, perhaps, when your apartment is
just 400 square feet.

Tucked away on the first floor of a prewar

building in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood,
Andrisani’s home is an exercise in space-making
ingenuity. What was once not much more than
a studio with a head-crunching loft bed —“very
claustrophobic,” he recalls—can now pass for a
comfortable, if snug, one-bedroom.

Andrisani moved in about two years ago,
not long after he established his solo practice.
Having worked for the vanguard Swiss archi-
tects Herzog & de Meuron and the haute New
York designer Peter Marino, “1 was ready to
go out on my own,” he says. Since then, he has
designed a Lalique shop in San Francisco and
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